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UNI TED WAY OF LAKE COUNTY FUNDS
READI NG MACHI NES FOR LOCAL SENI OR CENTERS AND LI BRARI ES

August is National Cataract Awareness Month

Mentor, OH — The United Way of Lake County is taking steps
to make sure every Lake County senior citizen has access to
equi pnent that will help themcontinue to read. To nmake
this possible, The United Way teanmed up with the Seni or
Ctizens Solution Panel and Magnifiers & Mdre of Mentor, OH
to help fund the purchase of state of the art reading

machi nes (called CCTV units) for senior centers and public
libraries throughout Lake County.

The United WAy contributed half of the cost of each nachi ne
as seed noney for the project. The NorthCoast Lions C ub
the Chio Lions Foundation, the Association of Specialists
in Aging (A.S.A),the Cties of Mdison, Wckliffe and

Fai rport Harbor provided matching funds to underwite the
purchase of six CCTV units. Magnifiers & More and Enhanced
Vi sion, the CCTV manufacturer, contributed free shi pping,
instructions, delivery and a significant price reduction

fromthe regular retail costs of the CCTV units.

By August 15, 2008 all six Enhanced Vision Merlin Video
Magni fication Units will be operational in three Lake
County Senior Centers and three libraries.

The reading machines will help aid people with vision
impairments in reading printed material, view ng



phot ographs, bal anci ng their checkbooks, reading their
prescription bottles, and so nuch nore. “Enhanced Vi sion
is pleased to partner with Magnifiers & More & the United
Way of Lake County to neet the needs of the visually
inmpaired individuals in Northern Chio. They will enjoy
many years of use fromthe Merlin video nmagnifiers”, says

Janmes Bailey, Director of Sales.

Locations to receive the nmachi nes are:

Li braries: Wckliffe, WIIlow ck, and Eastl ake. These three

libraries received their machines through a NorthCoast
Lions Club and the Onhio Lions Foundation grant.

Senior Centers: Fairport Harbor, Wckliffe and Madi son. The
Associ ation of Specialists in Aging donated toward this

project for Mdison Senior Center.

Statistics indicate that More Americans than ever are
facing the threat of blindness fromage-rel ated eye

di sease. More than 187,000 GChi oans age 40 and ol der are
currently legally blind or visually inpaired, largely
resulting fromthe eye diseases of diabetic retinopathy,
cataract, glauconma, and age-rel ated nmacul ar degeneration
(AMD). The nunber of ol der Anmericans affected by these
di seases is expected to double over the next 30 years as
t he Baby Booner generation ages. Mdre than 2.5 mllion

Ohioans will be affected. *Source: Prevent Blindness GChio



